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What is Web Accessibility?  

Web accessibility enables everyone to utilize websites, regardless of personal capability or 
technology used. 
 
This means, for example, whether individuals are sight impaired, Deaf or hard of hearing, or 
have a mobility or cognitive impairment, and whether they use screen readers, refreshable 
Braille displays, the keyboard only or other assistive technologies or even mobile devices, 
they can still access and interact with information on the website or blog.  

 
Accessibility is not an absolute, but rather a continuum. The more accessible a blog is, more 
individuals can interact with it and participate in your blogôs community.  
 
Here, the words ñwebsiteò and ñblogò are used interchangeably. 
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Characteristics of Accessible Blogs 

The internationally recognized cornerstone for web accessibility is the Web Content 
Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 1.0 and now the WCAG 2.0. Many guidelines, policies and 
legal requirements are based on the WCAG.  
 

The foundation of the newly released Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 2.0 lies upon 
four guiding principles or characteristics of accessible websites:   
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1. Perceivable Ą Content must be perceivable through sight, hearing or touch. Since not 
everyone has the same abilities or equal use of the same senses, one of the main keys 
to accessibility is ensuring that content is transformable from one format into another, 
enabling your blog readers to perceive it in multiple ways.  

 

 

For example, text can 
be transformed into 
audio by text-to-
speech screen 
readers and into 
Braille by refreshable 
Braille displays.   
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Similarly, audio from videos and podcasts can be provided as text in the form of captions, 
which benefits those are Deaf, hard of hearing, as well as those who donôt understand your 
accent, or in the form of transcripts for individuals who are deafblind.  
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2. Operable Ą Content must be navigable or operable by various input methods. This 
means content must not be device dependent; for example, not mouse only. Not 
everyone uses a mouse. 
 
Individuals may use a keyboard or an onscreen keyboard, voice input ï as in voice 
recognition software, switches controlled by the hand, foot or head, or numerous other 
input methods.  
 
 

Blogger Challenge 
 
Try unplugging your mouse and testing whether you can get 
everywhere and do everything on your blog using only your keyboard. 
If the content and other blog features are operable by the keyboard, 
chances are they are also operable by other input methods.  
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3. Understandable Ą Content and navigation must be understandable by your readers. 
This means writing the content in plain language, and using consistent and intuitive 
navigation.  
 
Because blogs use content management systems and themes, navigation, for the most 
part, is consistent.  
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4. Robust Ą Content needs to be robust. Robust content works across operating 
systems, different browsers, and even on mobile devices. Your blog readers should be 
able to choose their own technologies to access read and interact on your blog. This 
allows them to customize their technologies to meet their needs, including accessibility 
needs. Web content that requires a certain technology, such as a certain browser, may 
exclude visitors who either don't want to use that technology or cannot use it because 
of their disability. As a general rule, the more control your readers have, the more likely 
they will be able to access the content effectively.  

 
 
 

Blogger Challenge 
 
How does your blog look on a Blackberry or iPhone? 
 
For those who are still mobile device-challenged, like I am, enter your 
blog address into http://ready.mobi for an analysis of how your blog is 
likely to function on a mobile device. 

 
  

http://ready.mobi/
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An accessible blog is: 

Perceivable 

Operable 

Understandable 

Robust 
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Implementing the POUR principles puts your readers, your blog community, at the center of 
your blog. Blog accessibility is more than simply an application of technical requirements; it is 
very much about the human factor.  
 
Liz Strauss said it best in her blog post Perfect Blogs, 404 Errors, and Humanity, "The 
perfect blog is code filled with humanity." 
 

http://www.successful-blog.com/1/perfect-blogs-404-errors-and-humanity/
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3 tips for increasing the accessibility of your next blog post 

Much can be done to increase the accessibility of blogs. Like with many aspects of blogging, 
increasing and improving accessibility can be an on-going process. 
 
For now, I am going to share with you three simple ways to make your very next blog post 
more accessible.  
 
First, one caveat: Some of you may recognize a few screenshots used in the following 
pages. Please don't feel slighted in the least. Some of your blogs provide awesome 
examples of what not to do in terms of accessibility. Names have been withheld to protect 
the unenlightened!  
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Tip #1: Provide text equivalents for images 

Many people with sight impairments use text-to-
speech screen readers that read aloud text on the 
screen. Other individuals use refreshable Braille 
displays with tiny pins that raise and lower to convert 
text on the screen into Braille. These and other 
technologies enable people with sight impairments to 
effectively use computers. However, these 
technologies can not interpret information provided in 
an image. This information is inaccessible to these 
individuals.  
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The solution is to use text equivalents to 
provide the same information as that 
provided by images and graphics. In HTML 
(HyperText Markup Language) - one 
programming language used by blogs, the 
key to providing text equivalent is the alt  
attribute. Quite simply, the alt (meaning 
"alternative") attribute provides a brief 
description that serves as an alternative to 
an Image that is not viewed.  
 
In this example, an individual using a screen 
reader would hear "View from my home 
office window a few snow falls ago". Without 
an alt  being provided, the individual would 
only hear "Image" and would be left 
wondering: An image of what?  
 
The alt  attribute also benefits sighted individuals when the image does not load for 
whatever reason. Also, because the image is now also represented as text, Google and 
other search engines can search it.  
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How do I enter the alt attribute? 

Each blogging platform differs slightly in how the alt  is added. In WordPress 2.7, when 
using "Add an Image", text entered into the Title or Caption field becomes the alt  attribute. 
When text is entered in both fields, the Caption becomes the alt .  

Confused? Don't get me started about how WordPress handles images! 
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If you are using Microsoft Window Live Writer to write your blog 
posts, adding the alt  is more straightforward. After choosing the 
image to insert, select the Advanced tab on the Picture panel.  
 
The image's filename appears as the default text in the "Alternate 
text" field. Enter the alt  text in that box. 
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In many programs, the filename is used 
as the default text for the alt. Imagine 
listening to ñimage-2009-047.jpgò. 
 
Totally useless!  
 
Unless you want this red-head haunting 
you late at night, be sure to change the 
default alt  to one that is actually useful!  
 
For those comfortable using HTML, your 
code would like:  
 

<img 
src="http://www.example.com
/images/newimage.jpg" 
alt="Enter your text 
equivalent here">  


